Placement Profile Template
My name is [Student Name], and I am a [Course Name] student. I [started/am starting] my placement in [Month/Year] at [Location Name] working in [Name of Department/Area]. 
I would like to disclose that I am vision impaired and registered as [Severely Sight Impaired (Blind)/Sight Impaired (Partially Sighted)]. I choose to be open about my disability when working with others, as it helps me feel comfortable and allows colleagues to better understand my needs. I also recognise that people may have varying levels of experience with vision impairment.
What Can I See?
I have no functional vision, including no light perception, in my right eye due to [Condition Name]. In my other eye, I have limited central vision.
It can be difficult to explain my vision, as this is what I have always known since being registered Severely Sight Impaired at a young age. However, it can be similar to tunnel vision, as I have no peripheral vision in my functioning eye. I can see colour, shapes, and patterns, but I struggle with finer details such as reading signage or recognising facial expressions depending on distance. Eye contact can also sometimes be difficult. Lighting can also impact my vision. Poorly lit areas make it harder for me to see, and bright sunlight can increase glare and reduce visual clarity.
Support on Placement
Whilst on placement, I will be accompanied by a support worker. This allows me to confidently navigate different areas of the hospital and move between locations and can also assist with notetaking if required.
I rarely require a formal sighted guide. The only time this may be needed is in very crowded environments where using a long cane is not practical. Otherwise, I am generally able to follow directly behind a sighted person, with or without my long cane depending on the environment.
For visual demonstrations, it is very helpful if I can physically feel equipment I have not used before, as this supports my understanding of how it works. I prefer any resources to be sent electronically so I can access them on my laptop with assistive technology.
Many thanks for taking the time to read this and I hope it provides you with a general awareness of my needs.
[Student Name]
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