                    

Appealing refusal to issue following assessment.

This guide provides information and advice on how to ‘prepare’ for lodging an appeal, it does not attempt to guide you through the Tribunal process including attending a hearing.

If you require support with attending a hearing please refer to the Government’s webpage click here for more information , independent Tribunal advocates and/or third sector charities for support with obtaining legal advice click here for further information. 
Burden of proof: Parents/Young Person
It is the responsibility of the parent or young person to prove the LA have met the legal test for assessment contained in S37 (1) click here of the Children and Families Act (CAFA) 2014.
Before submitting your appeal application, consider:
· Does the LA have all the evidence required to make an informed decision?
· Citing evidence to ‘back up’ each point you make
· Citing any changes in circumstance, e.g. has there been a change in your child’s special educational needs?
· Does your application include the voice of the learner? (This will be age dependent)
· Does your application detail your child’s worst day? This can be difficult to do but it is important that your application outlines all the challenges your child experiences, on the most difficult of days. 
· Does your application detail where there may be a cumulative effect on your child, as a result of having more than one SEND?
· Is the information easily accessible? 
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