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Question 1: krupali parshotam 
Question 2: educationpolicy@pocklington.org.uk 
Question 3: we are happy for you to contact us directly regarding our response. 
Question 4: we are responding as part of a group of organisations; Thomas Pocklington Trust (TPT) and the professional association for the Vision Impairment Education Workforce (VIEW)  
Question 5: Yes, you can name us. 
Question 6: No, do not keep our response confidential 
Question 7: Other, Education Policy Coordinator 
Question 8: Work in the London Borough of Camden. 
Question9: Yes, you can name our organisations  
Question10: No, do not keep our responses confidential 
Question 11: TPT and VIEW 
Question 12: charity 
Question 13: 

Equality impact Assessment 
Question 36: What comments or concerns do you have, if any, about how the proposals in this consultation document may affect you or individuals (both adults and children) with protected characteristics (as defined by the Equality Act 2010)?

Question 37: What comments or concerns do you have, if any, about how the proposals in this consultation document may affect children and young people with special educational needs?

Access to the digital environment and technology are vital for all stages of education. It can engage and create active learners, encourage individual learning styles, and boost peer collaboration. Ultimately enables blind and partially sighted (BPS) children and young people (CYP) to access learning - equalising the playing field, and open potential career opportunities, which may not be possible without it. 

“Well, technology is right up my street. Technology I think is amazing! I just wish that, and I always say this, that there’s this bubble between the disabled vision impaired community and everyone else.” BPS CYP

Therefore. we welcome the inclusion of digital accessibility within this consultation. However, the proposals do not go far enough to support the needs of BPS CYP to digital access.  

Digital accessibility must be included within the expected baseline requirements of any digital proposal. To narrow the digital divide accessibility needs to be a core component of these proposed digital standards and not seen as a bolt on guideline.

The role of Specialist Professionals 
CYP with a vision impairment (VI) should be supported by a Qualified Teacher of children and Young People with a vision impairment (QTVI), who would be expected to advise schools and colleges on available technology and the teaching of the same. While QTVIs are working hard to keep up their technical knowledge and expertise, which can be challenging with a wide ranging and often rapidly varying IT landscape, schools and colleges also have a duty to follow up on advice and take responsibility for teaching accessibility features to BPS CYP. 

“QTVIs are working hard to keep up their technical knowledge and expertise, which can be challenging with a wide ranging and often rapidly changing IT landscape.” QTVI

“…All school learning [in our local authority] has been disseminated to homes via school hubs/portals which are not always accessible on equipment used or when using accessibility settings (tablets and laptops). Schools are not formatting PowerPoints in a way that can be accessed using accessibility settings (we need a training video on this and are working on it now) ...” QTVI

Non-specialist professionals need to have a better understanding and awareness of assistive technology for BPS CYP. We support the announcement by the Secretary of State for education, of introducing assistive technology training within Initial teacher Training. This has the potential to improve understanding and awareness of how mainstream and assistive technology can support BPS CYP to access their education independently. However, the Department for Education (DfE) must go further and extend this to include Further Education (FE) settings. 

Technology Barriers for BPS CYP 
All BPS CYP must be supported to complete their compulsory education with the skills and knowledge they need to access and use mainstream and assistive technology with as much independence as possible. The evidence tells us this is not always the case, and contributes to the low employment rate, and challenges BPS CYP experience when transitioning from education to employment. 

The technology used in schools and other mainstream education settings is often not accessible to BPS CYP (COVID 19 VIEW survey of VI education workforce | VIEW).

“Most e-resources available for home learning are very visual which students with severe VI cannot access…” QTVI

“…schools were very reliant on online homework platforms which have not been designed to be accessible so [BPS CYP] were likely to be disadvantaged compared with their peers.  Why are these platforms allowed to be designed without any consideration for their accessibility?” QTVI  

BPS CYP are not always aware of the mainstream and assistive technology available to them whilst in education. Adaptations, such as using the inbuilt magnification, adjusting colour schemes, and enlarging icons and text, as well as specialist assistive technology such as screen readers, are available and should be taught. 

[bookmark: _Hlk116047458]“As I have had such a lack of support with assistive technology and training, I am worried about my future when leaving college. How will I get training especially for jaws on the laptop and IT skills. We have tried to find people ourselves to help me at home but with no success. I had to teach myself to use my Braille note touch even though I had a one-off training session of about 3 hours. I still feel unsure as to what assistive technology would benefit me.” BPS CYP

In addition to this, TPT Education, Information, Advice and guidance Service regularly hears from BPS CYP who have had their assistive technology introduced too late in their education. Consequently, BPS CYP are finding themselves left behind and having to catch up on their education. 

“I had never used assistive technology until at university. Because I have been introduced to it so late, I am now struggling to integrate assistive technology into my workflow whilst at university, to the point where I don’t use it as much as I should be. 
More emphasis must be put on training blind and partially sighted students to use assistive technology, especially from a young age. So that as they progress in their education, and it doesn’t become a burden to learn. I also believe that whilst assistive technology is important, mainstream technology should also be introduced early on. The idea that the student should be able to explore and pick which technology is best for them & their needs, is for me the most important consideration.” BPS Young Person	

Curriculum framework for Children and Young People with a vision Impairment (CFVI)
The Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) establishes technology as one of its 11 core learning areas. It is important CYP have access to the most appropriate assistive technology for their needs at as early an age as is appropriate, and that this is facilitated within their day to day working. We are calling on the Government for formal recognition of the CFVI in policy to ensure that all BPS CYP have this opportunity

“As a QTVI, it is critically important that CYP who have a VI are allocated time in the school day to work on the areas of the CFVI as a part of their normal working day. The CFVI is every bit as important to CYP with a VI as literacy, numeracy and other core subjects, because without learning and embedding these vital skills, they will never be equipped to become independent learners, and later in life, workers who can be fully involved in their communities and make a full contribution to society.”
Melissa Boxall, Lead for Sensory Impairment and EAL, Sensory Impairment Team, Worcestershire County Council

“’Pupils and students with special educational needs and disabilities to ensure that they have the opportunities necessary to access, engage, and benefit from their educational experience and move beyond historical barriers that limit their potential.’
Assistive technology (AT) stakeholder reports | DfE

Technology in Further education (FE)
In 2021, TPT commissioned All Able Ltd to research FE colleges digital accessibility. We found colleges failing in their compliance with website regulations and delivering on inclusion, accessibility and anticipatory adjustments. This impacts how BPS CYP can access information for their studies and about their college.

In 2022, TPT commissioned a follow up on the initial research to see where colleges were one year on. The findings showed small improvements, almost a quarter of colleges now have a Good or Compliant accessibility statement on their website (up by 8%). And the number having poor quality, or no statements is down by 12%.  But 63% of statements are still poor (Technology and Accessibility in FE | TPT).

The Public Sector Bodies Accessibility Regulations 2018 requires public sector bodies to take necessary measures to make their websites and mobile apps accessible. This is by making them perceivable, operable, understandable and robust. This covers websites, the student, virtual learning environments, lecture recordings, intranet and online platforms, application process, prospectus, and learning materials. It is evident from our research, that these regulations are not being applied consistently across FE settings.  
Within FE settings there is ambiguity over who is responsible for delivering assistive technology for BPS CYP. As set out in TPT’s Give Me Access to College Campaign. QTVIs report that they deliver some level of training on specialist assistive technology, however, standard equipment which can be customised for BPS CYP are not considered as ‘specialist technology’. This leaves students without the ‘know how’ to use standard equipment which could potentially support them in their learning.

“Our service only provides specialist equipment. Schools and colleges must provide laptops and iPads, which are not considered specialist by our LA.” QTVI

Access and Assistance for All
This is where the Access and Assistance for All (AAA) campaign has a role. The AAA campaign, designed and developed by young disabled people. it aims to improve assistive technology and accessibility by design in FE colleges, to improve the lives and educational experiences and outcomes for those young people with learning differences and disabilities. It encourages FE colleges to make small changes which can have a beneficial impact, and it can be achieved by signing up to the five simple pledges. 

We call on colleges to sign up to the campaign, to ensure their IT systems and programmes are accessible for CYP with learning difficulties and disabilities using assistive technology. In addition, we call on DfE to incorporate the AAA campaign pledges within any proposed technology and digital standards. This will enable schools and colleges achieve legislation standards of accessibility. 

About Us 
Thomas Pocklington Trust (TPT)
TPT is a charity thriving for equality for BPS people in every aspect of society. We believe BPS students should the opportunity to thrive in their education. We work with BPS students to address barriers in accessing education. We put BPS students at the heart of everything we do, and their voice helps to shape our work. 

VIEW The professional association for the vision Impairment Education Workforce 
VIEW is a leading voice representing the interests of CYP with VI, championing best practice, and promoting the specialist VI education sector. We exist to help you support the education, development and opportunities of CYP with vision impairment.
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