UCAS Personal statement reforms feedback 
Questions 
1.  I am responding 
On behalf of an organisation 

2. I am answering on behalf of: 
Other 

3. Please provide the name of the organisation you are answering on behalf of: 
Thomas Pocklington trust 

4. The Future of Admissions report lists six areas identified for inclusion in the personal statement through our engagement on this so far. If there are other areas that you feel should be included, please list these below along with the reason for their inclusion.

The six areas include:
· Motivation for the course 
· Preparedness for the course 
· Preparation through other experiences 
· Extenuating circumstances 
· Preparedness for study 
· Preferred learning style

The introduction of the focus areas within the personal statement are welcomed. Empowering students to exercise choice simply and easily within a framework that protects their interests. Has been put at the heart of these reforms. 

However, the terminology and clarification for each focus area needs to be provided. to enable students and educational professionals providing support to be made aware of the content needed for each focus area. 

In particular, the focus area named ‘Extenuating circumstances and ‘preferred learning style need to be reconsidered. Misconceptions in regard to these sections may occur, and young people completing the application may not understand how to approach these sections. 

Within the Good Practice Framework: Requests for additional consideration by the Office of independent adjudicators for higher education state the terms extenuating, mitigating and request for additional support are related to circumstances which are acute and short term. This includes circumstances such as bereavement, short term ill health or unforeseen dependencies. This does not consider those attending university declaring a disability defined under the Equality act 2010. 

If the purpose of this section is to declare a long-term condition which has the potential to impact the young persons accessibility of a course or the university facilities, then the appropriate term would be ‘reasonable adjustments. Enabling young people to affirm their needs. 

5. When do you feel is the ideal time to launch a new personal statement?

In spring 2024 for 2025 entrance 
In spring 2025 for 2026 entrance for Higher education
Other: x

The new personal statement should be launched when all areas of the statement are agreed upon, and clear guidance for all areas are written in a well-defined and concise language for students to understand, and for educational professionals to have clear guidance on how each focus area needs to be completed. 

A well thought out plan and launch should be delivered to students, parents/carers and educational professionals supporting young people through the application process. 

6. What preparation activities will you need to undertake to be ready for a new approach to the personal statement?

Clear launch date. Ensuring the application platform is accessible when using assistive technology such as screen readers and magnifications 
Clear set out guidelines on how the new statement is there to support students and make the process of applying easier 

7. With a reformed personal statement in which applicants complete structured questions, what are your views on allowing students to submit different responses for each of their application choices?

Within reason, students should be able to submit varying answers to their application choices. 

Links 
https://www.oiahe.org.uk/media/2544/oia-gpf-requests-for-additional-consideration.pdf 

feedback form 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RMorxstwe0WjVd6qXLfmieyMP_XvdWlKpBdBAlB1SD5UQjZHQ1ZJTFNXVVhJQk4xVkg3TEVCS01YUC4u 

hepi 
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/2023/01/14/ucas-reforms-to-the-personal-statement-one-step-forward-more-to-go/ 

breakdown of sections 
https://www.ucas.com/about-us/news-and-insights/reforming-admissions 
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