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Key Messages
· Rehab for BPS people is a key aspect of the sight loss pathway, steering them to independence or timely interventions if needed.
· It is  also well-placed  to help BPS people control their equal rights to information, customer service and statutory provision.
· Local authority duty to offer rehab is recognised by law and must be open to all with sight loss regardless of circumstances.
· Cutting rehab to save money is a false economy - costs of sight loss implications in other services far outstrip rehab maintenance.
· This grows clearer once the UK’s ageing population is factored in.
· Visual impairment rehab is vital to timely interventions, especially in the six months after sight loss with teenagers and adults.

What we know 
Rehabilitation services provide crucial daily living and mobility skills, confidence building and advice for blind and partially sighted people, enabling them to achieve the outcomes for leading independent lives. Support and training can include how to maintain and live in their home safely, how to get out and about with safety and confidence, and access to aids and equipment to enable daily tasks. It provides people with the skills they need to remain independent, access services and participate in the community.

All local authorities have a responsibility under the Care Act 2014 to identify the individual needs of blind and partially sighted people, and deliver a quality vision rehabilitation service relevant to those needs. 

Statutory guidance underpinning the Care Act specifically recognises the role of rehabilitation services for blind and partially sighted people.

We know that many people now wait far too long before receiving support.  For various reasons many local authorities across England are not meeting the needs of their blind and partially sighted population through the vision rehabilitation they provide (1), resulting in detrimental impacts to people’s independence and social reintegration.

Independent research (2) also shows that effective rehabilitation brings real cost avoidance benefits to the wider health and social care economy. It found that costs avoided were over three times those of the services themselves.

What we believe
Rehabilitation is a critical part of the Eye Health and Sight Loss Pathway. There should be consistent service provision across the UK within a clear framework. Every person who could benefit should have timely and flexible access to a rehabilitation service, including those who do not meet the criteria for certification. 

Flexibility should mean that people can access the service through different referral routes, including self-referral, and in different settings according to their needs. Support should also be available at various points on the sight loss journey as vision changes. 

To achieve this:
· Rehabilitation services should focus on delivering skills, aids, equipment and advice that enable blind and partially sighted people to approach their daily living and mobility with safety, independence and confidence.
· Thomas Pocklington Trust (TPT) endorses the recommendations in the ‘10 principles of good practice in vision rehabilitation’ (3) to ensure that support is delivered in a timely and effective manner.
· Every commissioning body in the UK should adopt the Low Vision, Habilitation and Rehabilitation Services Framework (4) or similar, depending on regional variation to ensure integration of vision rehabilitation services.

What we do 
Work with partners to influence and shape the UK vision rehabilitation landscape.

Offer funding to like-minded organisations via our grants programme.

Campaign regularly on these issues, particularly in the form of local awareness raising via regional Sight Loss Councils, which themselves exclusively comprise BPS volunteers.
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